Klatt outsails competition at Western Regionals

By Stan Whisenhunt

Deke Klatt won the Western Regionals last weekend and the right to compete in the 2009 J-24 Worlds in Annapolis, Md. His victory also gave him — once again — the Fleet 145 season championship, even though there are four events remaining.

Klatt was tied for second with fellow Ventura Yacht Club member Ryan Cox going into the final race on Sunday. Klatt took third in the 15-boat fleet, while Cox placed sixth. That gave Klatt 13 points for the regatta to 16 for Cox.

Klatt, a sailmaker for Gary Swenson's Ullman Sails loft in Ventura, is a previous winner of the J-24 North Americans. He placed second in last year's North Americans and was 11th in the J-24 Worlds in Mexico. He has consistently been the local fleet champion. As good as he is, Klatt couldn't do it alone. His crew for the Western Regionals consisted of David Paudler, Bruce Labins, Paul Moore and Lane Desborough.

The competition was so tight there was a different winner in each of the five races. Conditions were light and shifty, making for some large separations. In most J-24 regattas, boats finish within seconds of each other. In this one, minutes separated the boats.

The event was part of Ventura Yacht Club's annual J-Fest Regatta. Also sailing were four J-30s, with VYC member Mike Leary winning that class aboard Pangea. Conditions were so light on Saturday that no J-30 was able to reach the first mark within the one-hour limit, so that race was cancelled. The J-30s completed four races, with Pangea winning all of them.

The J-24 class attracted boats from as far north as San Francisco, as far south as San Diego and as far east as Las Vegas. Nine different yacht clubs were represented in the competition.

In the opening race, Pat Toole from Santa Barbara sailed 3 Big Dogs to victory, finishing 2 minutes, 26 seconds ahead of Klatt.

In Race 2, Cox prevailed by 15 seconds over VYC's Dave Witham in Commotion. Witham won the Masters Trophy for skippers 55 or older, finishing one point ahead of District Governor's Doug Hosford.

In Race 3, Chris Snow, a sailmaker for North Sails, skippered Bogus to victory, with a margin of 1:03 over Susan Taylor's Take Five. Taylor won the Lady Skipper trophy.

In Race 4, Klatt won, with Cox in second, 1:44 behind.

The final race, posted as a four-lapper, was shortened to just one lap because of light winds. Hosford took that one aboard Super Strings, with Snow 57 seconds back.

In the J-30 competition, Pangea seemed to be sailing in a sea of her own, winning the first race by 1:57; the second race by 6:02; the third race by 4:37 and the final race by 2:55.

The Fleet 145 championship series will continue on Aug. 16 with Channel Islands Yacht Club hosting the Neil Underwood Regatta. Klatt will be down south competing in the Mallory Cup, while other local J-24 skippers will be battling for the second- and third-place trophies.

Results:

J-24 Class: 1—Deke Klatt, Jaded, VYC 13 (2-4-3-); 2—Ryan Cox, USA 3324, VYC 16(3-1-4-2-6); 3—Chris Snow, Bogus, SDYC 20(6-5-1-6-2); 4--Pat Toole, 3 Big Dogs, SBSC 20 (-5-3-8); 5—Susan Taylor, Take Five, CYC 29 (5-8-2-4-10); 6—Michael Whitfield, TMC Racing, BYC 29 (4-9-6-5-5); 7—Dave Witham, Commotion, VYC 33 (9-2-7-8-7); 8—Doug Hosford, Super Strings, DPYC 34 (8-10-8-7-1); 9—Fred Desousa, Au-En, NYC 56 (12-15-14-11-4); 10—Carlos Brea, Radio Flyer, VYC 56 (11-11-10-10-14); 11—Stan Whisenhunt, Tortoise, VYC 57 (13-14-9-9-12); 12—John Cianciarulo, About Time, DPYC 58 (7-13-13-14-11); 13—Evan Caves, Bandaloop, SBSC 58 (10-12-11-12-13); 14—Cecile Schwedes, Blue J, AYC 63 (16-10-15-13-9); 15-Ian Trotter, USA 241 64 (16-6-12-15-15).

